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Editorial 

The  Western  Gathering  of  Friends  was  an  historic  event.  For  those 
of  us  who  were  there  — those  Friends  who  are  willing  to  act  as  a 
bridge  from  one  tradition  to  the  other  — the  event  was  an  unquali- 
fied success. 

Bob  Stauffer,  Honolulu  Meeting,  looked  at  the  numbers  with  a 
different  perspective: 

Of  the  eight  general  areas  of  the  world  where  unprogrammed 
Friends  exist,  we  in  the  West  have  the  smallest  ratio  in  relation 
to  programmed  Friends,  something  like  one  to  seven.  As 
such,  we  are  perhaps  a proving  ground  for  reconciliation 
efforts  worldwide,  where  the  unprogrammed  Friends  exist  in 
a declining  relation,  currently  something  like  one  t6  four.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  material  numbers  are  any  judge,  the  first 
Western  Gathering  fell  short  of  its  planners'  decent  and 
worthy  expectation.  Unprogrammed  Friends  were  34  times 
more  likely  to  show  up  than  our  estranged  programmed 
cousins.  Voting  with  their  feet,  by  not  coming,  the  thundering 
silence  of  their  testimony  spoke  to  many  of  us. 

He  adds: 

Beyond  such  weighty  (though  fascinating ) matters,  I had  a 
marvelous  time  with  all  the  wonderful  attenders  at  the  Gath- 
ering. The  whole  event  was  emotionally  and  spiritually  re- 
warding, and  I recommend  such  events  to  everyone. 

Douglas  Gwyn,  pastor  at  Berkeley  Friends  Church,  gave  the 
keynote  address  which  Bob  Vogel  has  summarized: 

Douglas  Gwyn ...  reviewed  the  struggle  of  the  early  Chris- 
tian church  between  Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians  who 
achieved  a bi-polar  unity  as  they  convenanted  around  their 
disagreements.  Gwyn  called  for  a similar  kind  of  covenant 
renewal  among  Friends.  Such  a covenant  would  acknowl- 
edge that  we  have  different  experiences,  based  in  personal 
history  and  different  sub-cultural  backgrounds;  but  it  would 
work  to  bind  us  together  in  the  care  of  a transcendent  God 
who  is  more  than  the  sum  of  our  parts,  whose  love  is  greater 
than  our  imperfect  loves,  and  whose  interest  is  in  all  creation, 
not  our  self-centered  hopes  and  desires. 

Gwyn  called  on  all  Friends  to  recognize  and  honor  each 
other's  sense  of  the  sacred.  To  help  bridge  gulfs  of  misunder- 
standing, he  urged  liberal  Friends  to  rediscover  the  Bible  and 
the  prophetic  vision  that  informed  Quakerism  and  take  seri- 
ously and  honor  the  deep  evangelical  concern  for  traditional 
family  relations  and  values.  Evangelical  Friends  were  chal- 
lenged to  understand  and  respect  the  liberal  reverence  for 
nature,  both  human  nature  and  the  environment,  join  Quaker 
groups  that  are  finding  new  ways  to  hallow  the  earth,  and 
simply  accept  that  some  liberal  Meetings  bless  same-gender 
unions  when  the  couple  is  willing  to  live  out  their  relationship 
under  the  nurture  and  guidance  of  their  home  meeting. 

After  the  Gathering  I asked  Friends,  "As  you  reflect  on  your 
experiences  at  the  Western  Gathering  of  Friends,  do  you  have  a 
special  memory  of  a personal  interaction  with  a member  of  another 
yearly  meeting?"  I have  enjoyed  the  responses.  I think  you  will,  too. 

Nancy  Yamall 


A Blessing 

by  John  Sullivan,  Vashon  Island 

Although  I believe  in  freedom  of  religion,  it  concerns  me 
that  Friends  of  different  perspectives  are  so  distant  from  each 
other.  True,  the  differences  among  us  are  not  insignificant,  nor 
easily  bridged.  Douglas  Gwyn  warned  that  we  Quakers  may 
be  on  the  threshold  of  new  schisms  and  alienation  and  that  the 
polarizing  force  of  the  past  is  pulling  at  us  with  renewed 
strength. 

For  these  very  reasons  it  was  a blessing  to  have  the  Western 
Gathering  bringing  together  at  least  some  from  all  Quaker 
wings,  probably  the  most  moderate,  and  permitting  the  invalu- 
able experience  of  seeing  and  hearing  for  ourselves  what  we  in 
our  different  styles  hold  sacred,  how  we  worship,  what  role  we 
provide  for  social  action,  and  so  on.  We  all  were  learning. 

In  the  worship  group  which  I co-clerked,  a member  of 
Berkeley  Friends  Church  shared  her  beliefs  and  practices,  and 
liberal  Friends  did  so,  too.  Clearly  nervous  at  the  start,  we  were 
drawn  by  our  interest,  then  by  feelings  of  mutuality  at  certain 
points,  and  finally,  I felt,  true  affection  grew  among  us.  That 
may  be  the  most  we  can  hope  for  at  present;  the  persons  at  each 
end  of  the  Quaker  spectrum  were  not  in  attendance.  But  a start 
had  been  made.  Peace  and  love  among  Quakers  may  become 
more  thinkable.  I favor  some  mechanism  of  communication 
and  consultation  to  fend  off  the  stereotypes  and  to  deepen  us 
in  our  knowledge  and  love.  ■ 
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The  Western  Gathering  of  Friends 

Lewis  and  Clark  College,  July  6-10,  1992 

by  Paul  Niebanck,  Santa  Cruz 

The  Western  Gathering  was  a first-time  event.  Six  yearly  meetings,  representing  both  the  evangelical  and  liberal  traditions 
of  Friends,  cooperated  in  bringing  about  the  Gathering.  As  stated  by  the  1989  consultation  that  gave  birth  to  the  Gathering,  the 

r r ® To  provide  for  face  to  face  meetmgs. 

® To  arrive  at  a better  understanding. 

• To  dispel  misconceptions  and  fears. 


The  consultation  affirmed  that  Friends  have  a common  ancestor,  and  that  each  of  the  traditions  is  grappling  with  what  it 
means  to  be  a Friend.  The  Western  Gathering  was  conceived,  not  as  a way  to  seek  answers  or  to  make  agreements,  but  as  an 
opportunity  to  come  to  a clearer  sense  of  our  identities  as  Friends  and  to  gain  insight  for  our  role  in  today's  world. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  Friends,  of  all  ages  and  from  all  over  the  West,  attended  the  Gathering.  Each  yearly  meeting,  plus 
Friends  from  Mexico  and  Alaska,  presented  itself  in  its  own  unique  way  to  the  rest  of  the  Gathering.  Worship  Groups  were  held 
every  day,  and  thematic  groups  met  to  consider  questions  of  faith  and  witness.  A children's  program  of  high  quality  helped 
to  round  out  the  Gathering.  We  were  aided  in  our  efforts  by  three  special  guests:  Douglas  Gwyn,  minister  to  Berkeley  Friends 
Church;  Asia  Bennett,  executive  secretary  of  Friends  World  Committee,  Section  of  the  Americas;  and  John  Punshon,  professor 
of  Quaker  studies  at  the  Earlham  School  of  Religion.  Doug's  opening  set  the  tone,  and  a panel  of  all  three  urged  us  on  at  the 
last  plenary. 

The  Gathering  was  both  an  event  in  itself  and  an  indicator  of  work  that  lies  ahead.  Attenders  remarked  on  the  faith  that 
brought  so  many  Friends  together,  the  earnest  intensity  of  the  Gathering,  the  powerful  diversity  in  Friends  who  came,  the 
opportunities  for  learning  and  personal  connection  that  were  provided,  and  the  promise  of  deeper  searching  and  stronger 
sharing  that  will  surely  follow. 

"I  listened  and  was  listened  to,"  said  one  Friend.  Another  remarked  tenderly  on  "the  halting  expressions  of  trust  and 
intimacy,"  and  yet  another  exclaimed,  "Quakers  everywhere  are  a great  bunch  of  people!"  Still  another  spoke  for  many  when 
she  accounted  for  her  experience:  "God  is  stirring  us  deeply  toward  a more  helpful  ministry  to  each  other  and  all  of  creation." 

Many  who  attended  would  welcome  another  such  gathering  within  a few  years.  A second  Western  Gathering  might  focus 
on  specific  issues  of  belief  and  practice,  and  perhaps  evangelical  Friends  could  be  encouraged  to  attend  in  larger  numbers. 
Attenders  also  felt  the  need  for  personal  inter-visitation,  dialogues  among  meetings  and  churches  in  the  same  vicinity,  and 
openness  to  joint  projects  and  outreach  efforts.  Several  follow-up  events,  at  both  the  monthly  meeting  and  regional  level,  have 
actually  occurred  since  the  Gathering. 

Perhaps  the  most  powerful  outcome  of  the  Western  Gathering  will  be  the  movement  of  Friends  in  the  West  towards  sharper 
definition  and  more  powerful  presence  in  the  wider  society.  Our  beliefs  and  commitments  are  congruent  with  the  deepest 
yearnings  of  humanity,  and  our  forms  of  worship,  community,  and  service  are  mirrored  in  many  places  all  over  the  world.  Yet, 
with  exceptions,  we  have  tended  to  hold  tight  to  what  we  know  and  do.  We  are  as  an  egg  that  is  preparing  to  hatch  or  a seed 
that  is  preparing  to  burst. 


At  the  Gathering: 

Central  Alaska  Friends  Conference 
Canadian  Yearly  Meeting 
Northwest  Yearly  Meeting 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
Rocky  Mountain  Yearly  Meeting 
Friends  Church  - 
Southwest  Yearly  Meeting 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
General  Reunion  of  Friends  in 
Mexico 


As  with  the  seed,  we  are  begin- 
ning to  awaken  to  our  full  potential. 
The  Western  Gathering  may  prove 
to  have  been  a precursor,  a hint  of 
our  readiness  to  break  forth  newly 
as  a religious  society.  Like  every 
other  life  form,  we  cannot  grow  to 
maturity  or  yield  our  harvest  until 
we  first  trust  that  we  are  ready  and 
worthy  to  come  out  into  the  envi- 
ronment that  we  are  given.  The  time 
for  trust  may  be  upon  us.  ■ 


Volunteer  Staff  and 
Planning  Committee: 

Margery  Post  Abbott,  registrar 
Annis  Bleeke,  arrangements 
Cilde  Grover,  FWCC  liaison 
Ann  Stever,  coordinator 
Olen  Ellis,  Rocky  Mountain 
Rob  Hughes,  Canadian 
Greg  Lamm,  Northwest 
Paul  Niebanck,  Pacific 
Jane  Snyder,  North  Pacific 
Nancy  Taylor,  Intermountain 
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A Vital  Reason  for  Dialogue* 

by  John  Punshon,  Earlham  School  of  Religion 

Emanuel  Kant  bequeathed  three  questions  to  the  children  of 
the  Enlightenment.  He  said,  I want  to  know  the  answer  to  three 
questions:  What  can  I know?  What  may  I believe?  What  ought 
I to  do?  These  are  the  questions  of  the  Enlightenment,  and  they 
are  questions  that  exercise  the  liberal  branch  of  Quakerism. 

But  Evangelical  Friends  tend  to  start  at  a different  point. 
They  ask:  Where  will  I spend  eternity?  Underlying  this  is  the 
conviction  that  we  shall  all  come  face  to  face  with  the  Truth  in 
Christ  and  be  called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  whether  or  not 
we  have  lived  our  lives  according  to  that  Truth  all  our  lives. 
Therefore,  the  impulse  is  different,  and  it  leads  to  a different 
character  and  a different  spirituality. 

Liberal  Friends  are  not  altogether  sure  that  they  are  Chris- 
tians, and  so  they  spend  a fair  amount  of  their  time  going  to 
meetings,  at  which  they  search  for  an  authentic  Quakerism,  it  is 
sometimes  strange  to  grasp  that  Evangelical  Friends  are  quite 
sure  they  are  Christians,  and  therefore  the  quest  for  an  authentic 
Quakerism  is  of  considerably  less  urgency  in  their  lives.  Because 
of  this,  some  of  the  Friends  whom  we  would  dearly  have  loved 
to  have  sit  at  places  at  this  table  are  teaching  vacation  Bible 
school  or  are  in  summer  camps  or  perhaps  are  in  Central  or 
South  America  doing  mission  work.  They  prefer  that  kind  of 
action  to  the  more  introspective  activity  that  concerns  liberal 
Friends. 

That  raises  a question  that  has  been  in  Christian  history  from 
the  very  beginning.  As  Tertullian  asked  in  the  third  century:  Can 
Athens  speak  to  Jerusalem?  What  are  the  prospects  for  dialogue 
between  the  children  of  the  Enlightenment  and  the  children  of 
the  great  awakening? 

It  seems  to  me  there  are  two  ways  to  approach  this  question. 
The  first  is  to  simply  get  to  know  the  other  group,  to  experience 
the  similarities  and  differences.  This  is  an  important  thing  to  do, 
but  of  itself  is  a stronger  reason,  a more  fundamental  reason,  a 
more  vital  reason  for  dialogue  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

It  is  conceivable  that  the  crossroads  of 
world  Quakerism  is  on  the  West  Coast  of 
this  continent. 

My  conviction  comes  from  two  considerations.  First,  the 
center  of  Quakerism  was  once  London,  England.  Then  the 
center  shifted  to  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  then  to  Rich- 
mond, Indiana.  Now,  with  growth  of  Evangelical  Quakers 
outside  the  United  States  and  stimulated  by  growth  of  missions 
by  Southwest  Yearly  Meeting  and  Northwest  Yearly  Meeting,  it 
is  conceivable  that  the  crossroads  of  world  Quakerism  is  on  the 
West  Coast  of  this  continent.  Therefore,  the  future  of  the  Society 
lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  active  in  Western  yearly 
meetings,  those  meetings  that  were  involved  in  convening  the 
Western  Gathering.  That,  in  fact,  may  be  the  historical  signifi- 
cance of  what  we  are  doing. 

The  second  reason  is  that  there  are  two  forces  at  work  that 
may  be  inimical  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  They  are,  on  the 
Evangelical  side,  the  movement  called  the  new  Evangelism, 


and  the  other  is  the  ecumenical  movement  among  liberals  in  the 
churches.  Both  of  these  movements  work  in  their  different  ways 
to  plane  down  denominational  differences.  It  seems  to  me  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  stands  for  something  unique  in 
both  its  branches,  and  to  explore  that  denominationalism  and 
strengthen  it  against  the  forces  eroding  it  is  the  primary  reason 
I see  for  the  different  branches  to  come  together. 

As  Ben  Franklin  said,  if  we  don't  all  hang  together,  we  will 
all  hang  separately.  I think  Quakerism  is  much  too  important  for 
us  to  allow  this  to  happen.  There  is  enough  strength  of  feeling  in 
the  Evangelical  tradition  to  balance  the  concern  in  the  liberal 
tradition.  What  we  need  is  a joint  exercise  of  exploration  about 
common  interests.  Before  that  can  happen,  there  has  to  be 
equality.  As  we  look  to  the  future,  we  have  to  pay  attention  to 
evangelical  concerns.  We  liberal  Friends  have  certain 
presuppositions  we  need  to  examine. 


Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  Friends 
at  the  Western  Gathering. 


The  first  presupposition  is  that  diversity  is  desirable,  that 
diversity  is  beneficial.  The  counter  argument  is  that  you  spend 
all  your  time  talking  among  yourselves  and  can  never  tell  us 
what  you  corporately  think  — or  whether  you  can  have  a 
corporate  view  beyond  limited  diversity.  That  is  an  important 
question  arising  from  this  conference,  which  liberal  Friends 
have  to  ask  themselves. 

The  second  is  an  instinctive  attitude  that  if  there  are  two 
opposing  theological  views,  there  must  be  a third  that  tran- 
scends and  reconciles  them.  However,  the  instinct  of  Evangelicals 
is  to  quote  the  Biblical  command:  "I  have  set  before  you  life  and 
death. . . therefore,  choose  life"  (Deut.  30:19).  That  is  a call  for 
existential  commitment,  not  a call  for  intellectual  reconciliation. 
We  have  to  think,  if  we  are  liberal  Friends,  about  the  way  we 
think  before  we  can  come  to  terms  with  the  way  our  brothers 
and  sisters  think  in  the  other  tradition.  If  we  can  get  beyond  that 
then  the  way  is  clear  for  dialogue. 

We  also  have  to  be  clear  about  preoccupations  of  Evangelical 
Friends.  The  first  is  the  question  of  missions,  both  to  other  shores 
and  to  the  marginal,  the  alienated,  and  the  unchurched  in 
United  States  society.  The  second  preoccupation  is  the  question 
of  how  Christ  is  experienced  in  the  church,  the  order  and 
government,  and  our  discipline  in  the  traditional  Quaker  sense 
of  that  word.  Third,  what  is  the  basis  of  our  commitment?  Have 
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we  had  a conversion  experience,  or  only  an  adjustment  experi- 
ence? Does  it  matter?  What  is  the  basis  for  holiness  and  the  quest 
for  perfection  that  relies  on  that  experience? 

In  the  field  of  youth  and  children,  how  can  we  enable  our 
children  to  cope  with  society  and  to  stand  out  against  destructive 
and  harmful  influences  coming  to  them  from  all  directions? 

These  are  evangelical  preoccupations,  but  in  form  and  vo- 
cabulary, these  are  matters  on  which  we  can  come  into  dialogue 
with  a common  history,  based  on  common  vocabulary  and 
experience. 

There  is  a controversy  among  one  of  the  yearly  meetings  that 
is  part  of  this  gathering.  It  is  about  introducing  the  outward 
elements  of  baptism  and  holy  communion,  permitting  Friends  to 
use  water  and  wine  and  bread.  This  seems  to  me  to  symbolize  the 
erosion  of  the  Quaker  principle  of  inwardness,  which  is  the  basis 
of  our  denominational  independence.  This  is  the  basis  of  our 
whole  life,  our  form  of  ministry,  our  commitment  to  equality,  our 
church  governance,  and  our  peace  testimony. 

There  is  much  we  have  in  common.  What  we  have  to  do  is 
uncover  the  presuppositions  that  stand  in  the  way  of  understand- 
ing each  other.  I hope  we  will  find  ways  to  continue,  not  necessar- 
ily in  a formal  way,  the  process  that  began  here  this  week.  I pray 
to  God  that  we  do.  a 

John  Punshon,  a Friend  front  Britain,  is  a professor  at  Earlham 
School  of  Religion.  He  previously  was  a visiting  professor  for  one 
year  at  George  Fox  College,  and  before  that  taught  at  Woodbrooke, 
a Quaker  study  center  in  England. 

^Reprinted  from  Friends  Journal,  October,  1992. 

Queries  — 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 

Intermountain  Y early  Meeting  attenders  at  the  Western  Gath- 
ering of  Friends  decided  to  focus  on  concerns  as  challenges.  The 
following  queries  were  read  by  different  members  of  the  group, 
and,  after  a period  of  silence,  another  person  responded  with 
some  examples  drawn  from  one  of  our  meetings  or  from  yearly 
meeting  sessions.  Then  the  entire  Gathering  was  invited  to 
respond. 

1.  Do  we  have  adequate  processes  to  help  new  members  leam 
the  roots,  the  spirit,  and  the  good  order  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends? 

2.  Are  adults  prepared  to  support  educational  programs  for 
our  children  and  youth  so  that  they  can  grow  up  as  partici- 
pating members  of  the  Quaker  community? 

3.  Are  we  unafraid  to  face  conflict  and  tension,  knowing  that, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  creative  solutions  may 
emerge  or  we  may  agree  that  there  can  be  no  unity? 

4.  Are  we  willing  to  risk  witnessing  to  our  spiritual  testimonies, 
regardless  of  whether  our  witness  is  effective  or  successful  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world? 

5.  In  our  Meetings  for  Worship  for  Business  do  we  follow  good 
order  with  no  pressuring  for  support  and  for  a position  and 
with  members  willing  to  delay  decision  until  the  Spirit  is 
heard?  ■ 


The  Greatest  of  These  is  Love 

by  Kjell  Benson,  Multnomah 

I had  not  been  to  a Friends'  gathering  on  the  West  Coast  for 
at  least  five  years;  school,  travel,  and  work  had  combined  to 
insure  that  I was  always  somewhere  else.  Yet,  on  arriving  at 
Lewis  and  Clark  College  I discovered  that  my  Quaker  connec- 
tions were  still  strong.  I was  surrounded  by  friends  of  my  parents 
and  people  I had  grown  up  with:  Jean  Roberts,  the  Jamses,  the 
Yamalls,  Ann  Stever,  Norm  Fasche,  the  Carsons,  and  many 
others.  My  sister  Megan  married  Mark  Thygesen  in  the  chapel 
where  the  sessions  were  held.  For  me  this  was  a Western  Gather- 
ing of  family  friends. 

Two  weeks  later  at  the  twentieth  anniversary  session  of  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (NPYM)  in  Dillon,  Montana,  I realized 
something  special  about  these  long-time  Quaker  connections.  I 
grew  up  in  NPYM.  My  earliest  memories  date  back  to  1974  at  Fort 
Worden.  I experienced  child  care,  junior  friends,  and  finally  adult 
meetings  at  NPYM;  I have  spent  my  entire  life  under  its  wing.  I 
am  part  of  the  first  generation  of  NPYM  offspring,  baptized  into 
Quakerism  through  its  Spirit.  The  Western  Gathering,  followed 
by  Yearly  Meeting,  made  me  see  Quakerism  in  my  life  in  a new 
light,  a light  that  revealed  much  about  Friends. 

Understanding  that  I am  among  the  first  NPYM  kids  to 
experience  all  facets  of  its  community  led  me  to  reflect  on  re- 
alignment and  the  discussions  that  took  place  at  the  Western 
Gathering.  Quakers  of  diverse  traditions  had  come  together,  and 
I had  scarcely  noticed,  being  too  occupied  with  old  friends.  Faith 
and  practice  were  discussed,  and  I assented  because  Truth  was 
surely  present.  I could  be  an  evangelical  Quaker,  or  a universalist 
Quaker,  but  nothing  seemed  to  be  as  important  as  my  connec- 
tions with  the  people  gathered.  What  we  say  we  believe  and  how 
we  put  faith  into  practice  are  not  as  important  as  the  quality  of 
love  that  we  show  and  are  shown.  I was  transfixed  and  trans- 
formed by  the  love  at  NPYM  this  year,  as  I am  every  year  that  I 
actually  make  it  to  Yearly  Meeting.  I think  this  fact  is  the  only 
reason  that  I believe  what  I believe. 

Each  one  of  us  holds  certain  beliefs  very  dearly.  They  give 
meaning  to  our  lives  and  they  are  not  only  true  for  us,  but  True 
in  a larger  sense.  Is  it  possible  that  we  defend  these  creeds 
essentially  because  of  the  love  produced  and  displayed  through 
them?  I do  not  mean  our  beliefs  are  entirely  relative  and  arbitrary; 
they  are  the  opposite,  essential,  and  profound.  Even  so,  how 
much  of  my  personal  theology  is  a product  of  my  tradition?  If 
faith  is  given  by  the  grace  of  God,  does  it  not  need  people,  God's 
agents,  on  this  earth?  Perhaps  I would  have  been  able  to  profess 
anything  as  long  as  through  childhood  the  love  was  honest,  long- 
lasting,  and  strong. 

The  Western  Gathering  of  Friends  was  a first  step  in  building 
a family  of  caring  that  in  twenty  years  could  produce  offspring 
dedicated  to  its  ideals  and  without  irreconcilable  differences. 
When  Friends  all  over  the  West  see  each  other  in  the  same  spirit 
that  they  see  Friends  in  their  own  yearly  meeting,  then  perhaps 
we  have  built  a holistic  community  of  Friends  in  faith  and 
practice.  This  is  the  only  path  that  will  lead  each  of  us  to  view  our 
beliefs  in  a larger  context,  m 
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The  Children's  Program 

by  Jane  Snyder,  Multnomah 

Assisted  by  35  volunteers,  a staff  of  five  cared  for  33  children, 
ages  0-17.  We  were  in  session  for  the  same  22  1/2  hours  as  the 
adults.  Most  of  the  children  were  from  Pacific  and  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meetings;  some  were  from  Intermountain,  Southwest, 
and  Northwest  Yearly  Meetings. 

Lewis  and  Clark  College  is  built  around  the  Frank  estate, 
which  has  vast  gardens,  fountains,  a reflecting  pool,  and  an 
outdoor  swimming  pool.  During  the  Western  Gathering,  the 
home  base  for  the  children  was  Tamarack  Lounge,  a two-story 
building  which  serves  as  a social  center.  Immediately  around 
Tamarack,  there  are  many  large  paved  areas,  lots  of  trees,  lawns 
and  bushes,  a sandlot  volleyball  court,  and  a basketball  court. 
Tryon  Creek  State  Park  is  a short  walk  away. 

When  the  adults  were  in  worship  groups,  the  children  had 
worship  sharing,  Bible  study,  and  journal  writing.  Each  age 
group  considered  the  conference  themes  at  a different  level  of 
complexity. 


Chris  Cradler  (NPYM)  greeting  the  children. 


During  the  morning  plenary  sessions,  a variety  of  arts  and 
crafts  activities  were  available,  as  well  as  the  ongoing  Friendly 
foursquare  tournament,  “Twister,"  volleyball,  billiards  (with 
cues  and  balls  borrowed  from  Portland  Mennonite  Church), 
and  forts  in  the  bushes.  We  did  finger  painting,  water  color,  leaf 
print  T-shirts,  and  ankle  bracelets. 

We  had  asked  the  college  to  provide  snacks,  expecting  a bowl  of 
apples  and  crackers.  They  gave  us  beautifully  arranged  fruit  platters 
and  trays  of  croissants  and  pastries  on  doilies. 

Every  afternoon  we  walked  through  theestate  and  gardens  to  the 
outdoor  pool.  It  was  easier  getting  the  children  there  than  it  was 
getting  them  back.  During  evening  plenary  sessions,  we  had  games 
and  crafts  and  a visit  from  Sandy  and  Tom  Farley,  storytellers. 

One  great  joy  was  the  support  of  adult  volunteers.  They  walked 
babies,  swam  in  the  pool,  played  ball,  shared  their  spiritual  journeys, 
read  stories,  sang  songs,  played  guitars,  and  taught  crafts.  Another 
great  joy  was  the  depth  of  the  children's  understanding  and  sharing 
of  the  conference  themes.  The  children  encouraged  each  other,  and 
the  adults  found  delight  in  getting  to  know  the  children.  ■ 


Worship  Sharing 

by  Sheila  Smith,  Corvallis 

I found  Quakerism  in  all  its  glory  reflected  in  the  worship 
sharing  group  that  I facilitated.  I volunteered  to  facilitate  a group 
because  it  was  either  that  or  baby-sit.  After  I arrived,  I realized 
that  everyone  who  attends  Quaker  conferences  says  the  Worship 
Sharing  is  the  best  part,  so  I would  be  responsible  for  providing 
a memorable  experience  for  the  members  of  my  group.  I forgot 
that  I would  be  sharing  that  responsibility  with  my  co-facilitator, 
Walt  Kersey  (PYM),  the  group,  and  God. 

The  worship  sharing  group  was  a high  point  in  my  experience 
at  the  Gathering.  I attribute  its  success  to  several  factors:  there  was 
both  structure  and  democracy  in  choosing  the  questions;  the 
questions  were  graded  for  deeper  sharing  each  day;  my  co- 
facilitator acted  as  the  group  process  watcher;  and  the  group 
members  had  spent  years  in  study  and  reflection  and  so  had 
much  to  contribute. 

The  first  day's  questions  were,  "Tell  us  your  name  and 
something  about  your  home  meeting"and,  "What  are  your  hopes 
and  fears  for  this  Gathering?" 

The  second  day's  question  took  an  entire  hour  and  a half.  We 
said,  "Repeat  your  name  for  us  slow  learners  and  tell  us  about 
your  role,  not  necessarily  your  committee  assignment,  in  your 
home  meeting."  We  found  that  many  of  us  were  somehow  on  the 
fringes  of  that  home  meeting. 

As  a group  we  chose  the  third  day's  question,  "Where  do  you 
fit  on  the  Universalist-Christocentric  spectrum  of  Quaker  be- 
lief?" After  we  had  answered  the  question,  I distributed  the  FGC 
chart  by  Frances  Irene  Taber  ( Friends  Journal,  July  1992).  The 
answers  to  this  question  led  the  participants  to  be  comfortable 
with  sharing  profound  replies  to  the  last  day's  question,  "Name 
the  Source  or  Power  that  drew  you  to  Friends  and  sustains  your 
life." 

By  that  last  day  I could  feel  that  Power  right  there  in  the  dorm 
lounge  with  us.  I had  an  experience  of  a gathered  meeting. 
"Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am 
I in  the  midst  of  them"  (Matthew  18:20).  Each  participant's  Source 
or  Power  was  different,  yet  reflected  another  facet  of  the  Divine. 

H 

The  Sacred  in  Others 

by  Robert  S.  Vogel,  Orange  Grove 

It  has  been  too  easy  for  me  to  dismiss  the  beliefs  of  evangelical 
Friends  as  somehow  being  outside  of  the  Quaker  movement.  Jan 
Wood  helped  me  to  gain  greater  respect  for  the  sacred  in  others. 
Jan  sees  human  beings  as  broken  in  a broken  world.  We  are  bom 
with  pain  and  by  the  very  act  of  wanting  to  protect  ourselves,  we 
alienate  ourselves  from  others.  It  is  only  through  God  that  we  can 
again  be  whole  and  without  guilt. 

Fox  was  a disturbed  and  broken  man  who  discovered  that 
Christ  Jesus  could  speak  to  his  condition.  Jan  senses  that  it  is 
through  the  grace  of  God  and  God's  unconditional  love  that  we 
are  made  whole.* 
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Mountain  Top  Experience 

by  Michael  Moore,  Agate  Passage  W G 

My  experience  with  a person  from  another  Yearly  Meet- 
ing was  also  my  focused  spiritual  experience  of  the  Western 
Gathering  of  Friends.  Bob  Segalman  of  Sacramento  Meeting 
has  cerebral  palsy.  He  is  confined  to  a wheelchair  and  needs 
an  amplifier  to  be  heard  by  other  people.  At  the  Western 
Gathering  the  speaker  cable  broke.  When  we  were  on  the  tour 
of  George  Fox  College  I was  asked  by  Terry  Linkletter  of 
Tacoma  Meeting  to  navigate  Bob  to  Radio  Shack,  to  help  him 
buy  needed  parts,  then  to  help  him  assemble  these  parts  so 
that  the  amplifier  would  work. 

I admit  my  reluctance  to  "get  involved."  While  I have 
done  some  visiting  in  nursing  homes  and  have  spent  some 
time  helping  disabled  people,  this  experience  was  different. 
Bob  drove  his  own  specially  equipped  van.  I admired  that 
"they"  gave  him  cruise  control.  Bob  replied  that  “they"  did 
not  give  him  anything;  he  had  to  pay  for  it  all. 

Bob  drove  the  van  well.  I had  to  learn  to  listen  carefully  to 
his  voice  as  well  as  to  give  directions  more  in  advance  than 
usual.  Bob  insisted  on  going  into  Radio  Shack  and  then  being 
part  of  each  decision.  I grew  to  admire  his  persistence  and 
integrity. 

Upon  returning  to  Lewis  and  Clark  college,  we  set  up 
shop  on  the  table  at  the  entrance  to  the  dining  hall.  There,  as 
I prepared  the  wires  and  applied  the  solder,  people  gathered 
to  give  advice  and  to  talk.  Rich  communion  passed  among 
us.  Terry  Linkletter  (Tacoma),  Wayne  Yamall  (Corvallis), 
and  I talked  about  personal  computers  and  various  applica- 
tion programs.  When  I plugged  the  speaker  in,  then  turned 
on  the  power  switch,  we  heard  Bob's  voice  through  the 
speaker.  We  all  shared  a common  ecstasy. 

I walk  today  still  in  awe  and  wonderment.  I admire  Bob's 
determination  and  courage.  I admire  friendship  which  spans 
the  years  — Terry  and  Bob  had  not  seen  one  another  since 
college  some  twenty  years  ago.  I admire  friendship  which 
gathers  around  even  the  electronic  technician's  table.  I ad- 
mire the  Spirit  which  came  unbidden  to  make  the  common 
elements  of  this  uncommon  day  into  a "mountain  top  expe- 
rience." s 


John  Sullivan  (NPYM),  Bob  Vogel  (PYM). 


Fragile  Beginning 

by  Polly  Pool,  Honolulu 

Back  home  in  Hawaii,  I thought  about  the  Western 
Gathering  of  Friends  as  I unpacked  my  suitcase  ...  of  the 
fragile  beginning  of  our  search  for  Peace  Within.  I wondered 
how  we,  individually,  could  hear  — understand  — each 
other.  How  do  we  begin? 

Later,  I found  in  my  waiting  mail,  a letter  from  an 
Evangelical  Friend  who  attended  our  Gathering  small  group. 
It  was  a letter  of  concern  and  caring,  written  in  response  to 
a spiritual  sadness  I'd  expressed  in  our  group.  It  was  very 
clear  to  me  that  he  had  truly  listened  to  me,  and  he  had  heard 
"where  my  words  come  from."  This  is  a very  special  kind  of 
listening. 

Perhaps  this  is  a way  to  begin.  ■ 

A Terrifying  Idea 

by  Margaret  Gottlieb,  University 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's  Plenary  session  included 
a clear  description  of  our  current  work  on  the  Marriage 
chapter  of  our  Faith  and  Practice.  My  most  memorable  conver- 
sation occurred  after  that  presentation. 

In  the  hall  of  the  dormitory  after  we  had  left  the  women's 
bathroom,  two  women,  roughly  my  age,  from  pastoral  South- 
west Yearly  Meeting,  said  they  wished  the  subject  of  marriage 
had  not  been  raised.  I described  the  joy  and  power  which  we  at 
University  Meeting  felt  when  we  came  to  unity  on  marriage 
after  over  ten  years  of  labor,  strife,  and  pain.  I then  said  that  after 
a long  life  I have  concluded  that  most  of  us,  whether  we  know 
it  or  not,  and  whether  we  have  acted  on  it  or  not,  are  bisexual. 
The  response  was:  "Exactly.  And  that  is  a terrifying  idea  to 
many  us.  It  is  that  fear  that  makes  the  topic  so  hard  to  deal  with." 
We  thereupon  trundled  happily  off  to  bed.  b 

Spiritual  Center 

by  Harold  Carson,  Olympia 

Being  different  from  one's  environment  is  difficult,  but  is 
possible. 

Our  worship  discussion  group  at  the  Western  Gathering 
of  Friends  in  Portland  in  July  was  truly  a rich  and  rewarding 
experience  for  me.  One  of  the  facilitators  of  the  group  was  a 
member  of  a church  in  Southern  California.  I soon  learned 
that  he  was  able  to  be  his  own  type  of  Friend  who  really  cared 
for  others  of  different  associations  and  helped  me  to  feel  at 
home  in  the  group. 

That  day  I saw  a vision  — many  Friends  were  walking 
from  the  circumference  of  a large  circle  in  the  desert  towards 
the  center  where  they  hoped  to  find  their  Spiritual  Center. 
They  were  free  of  their  religious  membership  and  were  just 
human  in  their  search  for  the  life  of  love  that  would  enable 
them  to  accept  others  as  they  are.  My  friend  from  Southern 
California  said,  "That  is  it."  a 
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True  Meaning  of  the  Story 

by  Monette  Thatcher,  Eugene 

Sometimes  when  I experience  some  important  event  in 
my  life,  I get  an  insight  into  the  true  meaning  of  a Bible  story 
I have  known  superficially  since  childhood.  I think  to  myself, 
"That's  what  those  writers  were  talking  about  when  they 
wrote  that  story ! " When  my  first  child  was  bom,  I understood 
the  Christmas  story.  When  my  first  grandchild  was  bom,  I 
realized  the  meaning  of  baptism.  Though  I didn't  realize  it 
until  later,  the  Western  Gathering  of  Friends  taught  me  the 
meaning  of  the  story  of  the  Tower  of  Babel  and  the  subse- 
quent understanding  achieved  much  later  at  Pentecost. 

My  roommate  at  the  Gathering  turned  out  to  be  an 
unexpected  blessing.  When  I learned  that  she  was  from 
Rocky  Mountain  Yearly  Meeting,  the  most  evangelical  of  all 
the  Yearly  Meetings  represented,  I was  somewhat  apprehen- 
sive. We  were  about  as  far  apart  in  our  religious  beliefs,  I 
thought,  as  two  Quakers  could  get. 

The  first  evening  revealed  how  much  we  had  in  common. 
I discovered  she  had  spent  her  childhood  in  Gate,  Oklahoma. 
Almost  half  of  the  CPS  camp  where  Ed  and  I spent  the  first 
years  of  our  married  life  was  made  up  of  men  from  Gate,  "the 
Oakies,"  we  called  them.  That  first  night  my  roommate  and 
I went  to  sleep,  comparing  notes  on  all  the  people  we  knew 
in  common. 

As  we  were  both  of  the  same  generation,  we  had  faced 
similar  problems  during  our  lives  — being  pacifists  during 
World  War  II,  raising  children  who  were  teenagers  during 
the  early  stages  of  the  sexual  revolution,  having  been  school 
teachers.  It  is  no  wonder  we  became  good  friends. 

Our  ways  of  coping  with  these  similar  life  problems  were 
quite  different.  When  my  roommate  was  faced  with  a rebel- 
lious teenage  child  and  became  obsessed  and  almost  immo- 
bilized with  self-blame,  she  called  her  obsession  a sin.  I had 
just  called  it  unproductive  behavior.  She  believed  homo- 
sexual behavior  to  be  a sin.  I believed  it  to  be  just  a different 
life-style.  We  didn't  cover  up  our  differing  views;  we  listened 
to  each  other. 

We  were  each  preparing  for  our  respective  presentations 
at  the  Gathering.  I had  only  a small  part  of  my  Yearly 
Meeting's  offering,  but  the  entire  presentation  of  Rocky 
Mountain  Yearly  Meeting  was  in  her  hands.  I found  her 
wonderfully  supportive  of  my  preparations,  giving  me  alter- 
nately encouragement  and  quiet  time.  I tried  to  do  the  same 
for  her.  Just  before  we  left  the  room  for  the  plenary  session  at 
which  she  was  to  present  her  Yearly  Meeting  to  the  whole 
group,  she  asked  me  to  hold  her  while  she  prayed  for  support. 
I think  she  sensed  that  I wouldn't  be  likely  to  pray  out  loud; 
so  she  recited  her  prayer  orally  while  I very  willingly  held 
her.  God  must  have  heard  her  because  she  stood  before  this 
large  group  of  Friends  (who  all  came  from  Yearly  Meetings 
vastly  more  liberal  than  hers)  and  talked  with  confident 
fluency  about  what  her  Yearly  Meeting  was  doing  in  foreign 


missions  and  at  home,  including  a hospice  for  those  with 
AIDS.  In  her  introduction  she  played  the  piano  and  sang  with 
great  feeling,  "How  Great  Thou  Art." 

"How  great  thou  art,  indeed,"  I thought,  "to  include  us 
both,  to  include  us  all." 

Contemplating  this  back  home  in  my  own  meeting  for 
worship,  I realized  the  connection  between  my  experience  at 
the  Gathering  and  the  story  of  the  Tower  of  Babel.  When 
people  were  working  on  the  tower  they  thought  they  would 
live  in  that  place  forever,  but  God  thought  they  were  getting 
too  provincial,  maybe  too  self-sufficient,  so  He  confused  their 
language  so  that  they  could  no  longer  understand  each  other, 
and  they  became  scattered  over  the  world.  When  they  came 
together  later  at  the  time  of  Pentecost,  the  Holy  Spirit  visited 
them,  and  they  could  hear  what  was  said  as  though  it  were 
being  spoken  in  their  own  language. 

"That  is  whathappened  toFriends,"  I thought.  "Webroke 
into  different  factions  because  we  weren't  speaking  the  same 
language,  but  if  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  influenced  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  we  can  hear  each  other  again." 

I realize  that  it  may  be  a long  time  before  we  come  to  see 
eye-to-eye  on  such  emotional  issues  as  sexuality,  but  if  we  are 
listening  to  each  other,  we  are  more  likely  to  arrive  at  the  truth 
than  if  we  are  shouting  our  own  version  of  truth  so  loudly  we 
drown  out  the  spirit  of  love.  ■ 


The  Reunion 

by  Tom  King,  San  Jose 

I arrived  in  Portland,  Oregon,  knowing  many  attenders 
from  my  own  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Most  of  my  time  was 
spent  in  a "reunion-like"  atmosphere  with  other  PYMers. 
And  so  it  went,  from  Monday  until  Thursday  at  9 p.m.,  when 
John  Punshon  began  his  presentation  and  discussion  on 
Evangelical  and  Liberal  Quakerism. 

The  man  sitting  beside  me  in  this  crowded  and  excited 
room  full  of  Quakers  turned  to  me  before  Punshon  began  to 
speak  and  said,  "I  used  to  have  a roommate  in  college  who 
looked  like  you." 

Indeed  he  did.  Joe  was  my  roommate  at  Deutsch  Hall  at 
Berkeley  in  1962. 1 had  not  seen  him  since  1965  or  heard  from 
him  since  about  1970  — over  twenty  years  ago. 

As  a psychology  student  from  Pasadena  with  a Catholic 
family,  his  one  comment  on  religion  that  I remember  was, 
"The  Vatican  is  rushing  headlong  into  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury." 

Today  Joe  attends  Santa  Monica  Monthly  Meeting.  He  has 
been  around  Friends  since  the  1970's,  just  as  I have  been.  Yet 
we  never  mentioned  Quakers  when  we  were  students  and 
friends  in  the  1960's.  I was  associating  with  Friends  for  many 
years  before  I knew  it.  ■ 
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Family  of  Friends 
by  Chris  Cradler,  Multnomah 

It  became  a family  reunion  - my  great-aunt  and  cousins 
travelled  south  from  Seattle  (University  Meeting),  my  parents 
Journeyed  north  from  Whittier  in  Southern  California  (First 
Friends  Church,  Friends  Church  - Southwest  Yearly  Meeting), 
and  I drove  crosstown  to  Lewis  and  Clark  College  from  my 
Portland  home  (Multnomah  Meeting). 

Growing  up  in  California  with  Friends  of  the  programmed 
tradition,  I felt  the  estrangement  between  my  church  and  the 
churches  in  the  yearly  meeting  who  literally  interpreted  the 
Bible  and  primarily  concerned  themselves  with  personal  salva- 
tion. My  family  seldom  attended  Yearly  Meeting  annual  ses- 
sions. Nor  did  I join  youth  camp  activities  in  the  Sierras  at 
Quaker  Meadow,  fearing  the  chapel  "altar  calls"  about  which 
I had  heard.  Friends  from  neighboring  communities  who  wit- 
nessed on  the  street  comers  seemed  to  be  very  different  sorts  of 
Quakers  from  those  I knew.  The  peace  testimony  called  young 
men  in  my  church  to  alternative  service  as  conscientious  objec- 
tors to  the  Vietnam  War.  We  supported  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  work  and  other  justice  ministries,  such  as 
the  church's  prison  visitation  committee.  My  parents'  Indiana 
Quaker  family  ties  invited  us  to  a connection  with  Friends 
United  Meeting  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  that  felt  closer  to  us  than 
our  own  yearly  meeting.  The  church's  Christ-centered  theol- 
ogy fit  well  with  teachings  about  a loving  God  that  I learned  in 
Sunday  School  and  on  Whom  my  faith  is  built. 

As  a young  adult  I felt  the  need  to  reconnect  with  Friends 
after  some  years  of  spiritual  inactivity.  My  great-aunt  and 
cousins  encouraged  me  to  meet  Friends  from  the  unpro- 
grammed tradition  in  Portland,  and  the  oft-described  feeling  of 
homecoming  descended  upon  me.  I rcognize  the  differences  in 
style  of  worship,  breadth  of  belief  among  the  Meeting  commu- 
nity, and  general  unease  with  Christian  thought  and  language, 
but  the  basic  foundation  of  Quaker  testimonies  and  decision- 
making unify  my  varied  Friends  experiences. 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation  regional  activi- 
ties naturally  attract  me  and  allow  my  two  worship  traditions 
to  interact.  After  nine  years  of  participation  in  my  monthly, 
quarterly,  and  yearly  meetings,  I am  still  amazed  at  the  lack  of 
awareness  and  understanding  between  the  two  branches  of 
Friends  in  the  Northwest.  While  preparing  for  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  of  Friends  last  summer,  I realized  for  the  first  time 
how  the  painful  feelings  of  division  and  dissension  within  my 
original  yearly  meeting  still  disturb  and  unsettle  me.  The 
unabashed  love,  joy,  and  thanksgiving  expressed  at  the  Hon- 
duras  gathering  among  such  diverse  worldwide  Friends  from 
all  branches  and  worship  traditions  began  my  needed  healing 
process. 

I arrived  at  this  Western  Gathering  of  Friends  with  a sense 
of  "coming  home."  Twenty  years  earlier  I had  completed  an 
undergraduate  degree  on  this  campus,  and  the  grounds  and 
buildings  seemed  very  familiar.  I recognized  with  joy  the 
names  and  faces  from  my  childhood  Meeting  and  especially 
appreciated  Friendly  sharing  with  them  as  adults  across  branch 


lines.  Introducing  local  church  Friends  to  their  counterparts  in 
California  gave  me  a sense  of  bridging  my  own  divisions.  My 
yearly  meeting  friends  lovingly  cared  for  my  parents,  even  in 
the  unfamiliar  practice  of  worship-sharing.  Unbeknownst  to 
the  planners,  they  paired  my  father  with  his  cousin  as  worship- 
sharing leaders  from  different  traditions.  With  a special  sense 
of  gladness  I reunited  with  a member  of  my  Honduran  worship 
group  from  last  summer  as  well  as  other  World  Conference 
participants.  I found  connections  with  Friends  through  singing 
and  clerking  interests.  In  my  work  with  the  children  we  pre- 
sented a Bible-based  program  that  even  parents  in  my  yearly 
meeting  appreciated. 

Honduran  Friends  referred  to  all  of  us  work  project  partici- 
pants as  "Hermanos,"  sisters  and  brothers,  in  putting  our  faith 
into  action.  This  incredible  experience  of  feeling  so  many 
connections  with  place,  family,and  old  and  new  Friends  at  the 
Western  Gathering  of  Friends  gave  me  a sense  of  belonging  to 
all  of  Quakerdom.  Friends  present  felt  a relatedness  with  each 
other  and  a desire  to  strengthen  the  family  ties  among  all 
Friends.  Clearly  the  Spirit  of  God  is  moving  in  our  lives!  ■ 


Kitty  Barragato  (PYM),  Barbara  Graves  (PYM), 

Dulaney  Bennett  (NPYM),  Jim  Anderson  (PYM). 

After  the  Gathering 

by  Gloria  Kershner,  Grass  Valley 

It  happened!  A dream,  hesitantly  explored  by  a few  Friends 
from  widely  differing  backgrounds  exploded  into  enthusiastic 
commitment  and  a devoted  effort  that  made  it  really  happen ! 

The  thing  that  made  this  gathering  special  was  the  attitude 
with  which  most  of  us  went  — of  really  wanting  to  hear  what 
another  was  saying.  Since  returning  home,  I have  become  more 
aware  of  applying  this  in  everyday  situations.  Lester,  a dairy 
farmer  friend  of  mine,  came  home  from  a meeting  and  narrated 
enthusiastically  about  the  value  of  getting  together  with  other 
farmers.  Pete,  his  son,  who  had  not  been  there,  commented  that 
he  thought  it  was  a waste  of  time,  implying  that  his  father 
should  not  have  gone.  I could  see  that  an  argument  was  heating 
up.  Obviously,  Pete  did  not  understand  why  just  getting  to- 
gether to  "chat  with  a bunch  of  farmers"  could  have  any  value. 
I asked  Lester  to  tell  us  what  was  important  about  it  to  him. 
After  Lester  told  of  some  specific  ideas  he  had  gotten  and 
practical  suggestions  which  would  help  them  on  the  farm,  Pete 
understood. 

What  is  the  motivation  needed  for  us  to  really  want  to  hear 
one  another  and  to  speak  our  own  truth  clearly?  ■ 


Photo  by  Anne  Friend. 
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News  From 

New  Mexico  Region 

by  Phyllis  Hoge,  Albuquerque 

Sometimes  Quaker  newsletters  sound  like  so  much  pink 
cotton  candy.  It's  hard  to  glean  from  a summer  of  uplifting 
reports  any  feeling  for  undercurrents  of  trouble.  And  Quak- 
ers being  what  we  are  — dadbumed  independent-minded 
cusses  — trouble  is  what  we're  all  about.  We're  a mixed 
blessing.  I had  to  read  between  lines  to  see  that  what  we  need 
in  New  Mexico  Regional  is  more  money  and  more  work  from 
more  Friends. 

A fine  strong  letter  from  the  ex-interim-treasurer  of  Santa 
Fe  Meeting,  which  pointed  out  that  "for  every  $2  we  receive 
from  guest  apartment  rental  and  meeting  house  use,  we 
receive  $1  in  contributions...  though  many  participate  in  the 
activities  of  the  meeting,  the  number  of  regular  contributors 
is  less  than  ten." 

With  100  Friends  in  Meeting  for  Worship,  the  Albuquer- 
que treasurer  recently  observed  that  five  to  seven  families 
were  the  major  contributors.  She  also  observed  the  caveats — 
that  a good  number  of  Friends  who  cannot  give  money 
contribute  a great  deal  of  hard  work;  that  others  contribute 
money,  but  less;  and  that  there  are  times  in  life  when  it's  not 
possible  to  give  either  time  or  money.  One  solution,  as  the 
Santa  Fe  letter  intelligently  points  out,  is  to  ask  for  help.  "No 
one  knows  of  the  need  if  you  don't  ask."  I think  each  of  us 
knows  how  hard  it  is  to  ask,  and  hardest  of  all  when  we  are  in 
need.  But  sometimes  we  forget  that  to  be  asked  is  itself  a 
blessing. 

That  money  is  a problem  would  not  be  news  among 
Quakers  in  these  times  in  this  country  were  it  not  that  I also 
notice  that  Durango,  Albuquerque,  and  Santa  Fe — all  three 
— are  pleading  for  nominations  to  fill  necessary  positions. 
Santa  Fe  has  two  clerks  trying  to  share  the  big  job,  one 
presiding  at  Business  Meeting,  the  other  handling  correspon- 
dence. Mainstays  of  their  First  Day  School  have  nearly  given 
up,  as  some  parents  drop  their  children  off  at  Meeting  for  free 
supervised  play  while  they  go  elsewhere,  and  other  parents 
are  eager  to  have  their  children  learn  about  Quaker  values.  A 
scheduled  open  Ministry  and  Oversight  meeting  is  to  be 
devoted  to  some  of  these  difficult  matters.  Albuquerque's 
Ministry  and  Oversight  is  about  to  divide  into  two  commit- 
tees, the  many  responsibilities  being  too  great  for  one. 

There  was  a lot  of  news  over  the  summer,  but  since  I want 
a good  strong  sour  tone  to  dominate  this  report.  I'll  include 
only  a little  of  it.  I'll  note  only  that  Gila  is  glad  to  have  moved 
its  joint  meetings  back  to  the  College  Street  school;  that 
Chamisa  Worship  Group  has  moved  to  Westminster  Presby- 
terian evenings  and  likes  being  there;  that  Santa  Fe  is  having 
severe  space  problems,  especially  for  the  children;  and  that 
Durango,  tentative  in  considering  acquiring  a meeting  house, 
hopes  more  people  will  join  in  the  work  of  its  Meeting  House 
committee.  Meetings  need  as  many  workers  as 
worshippers.  ■ 


the  Meetings 

Southern  California  Quarter 

by  Betsy  Kahn,  Santa  Monica 

Many  meetings  in  our  Quarter  have  active  Adult  Religious 
Education  programs  covering  a wide  range  of  topics.  One  com- 
mon theme  in  meeting  newsletters  is  the  possibility  for  deepening 
worship  on  Sundays  through  a commitment  of  Friends  to  dedicate 
time  during  the  week  for  devotional  reading  and  meditation.  Here 
are  some  of  the  other  activities  from  this  past  year. 

Marloma  Meeting's  "Personal  Religious  Philosophy"  class 
grew  from  an  identity  crisis  where  many  Friends  were  questioning 
whether  they  could  call  themselves  Quakers.  First,  Friends  read  a 
Friends  Journal  article,  "Six  Varieties  of  Quaker  Worship."  Then 
they  began  meeting  monthly  to  discuss  such  issues  as  grieving, 
forgiveness,  and  love.  They  include  Friends  of  different  perspec- 
tives (Christian,  Jewish,  and  Universalist),  as  well  as  members  of 
the  community  beyond  the  Meeting  (Unitarians,  Catholics,  Jews, 
and  Methodists).  The  group  becomes  closer  over  time,  and  is 
finding  deep  corporate  communion. 

Santa  Barbara  Meeting  showed  a Bill  Moyers  video  of 
"Spirit  and  Nature,"  presenting  an  ethic  of  stewardship  and 
cooperation  with  the  environment  rather  than  conquest.  They 
also  studied  Douglas  Steere's  Pendle  Hill  pamphlet  called, 
"On  being  Present  Where  You  are."  Regular  "seekers  meet- 
ings" are  held  to  discuss  topics  such  as  membership,  vocal 
ministry,  and  Christian  roots  of  Quakerism. 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  had  a discussion  group  about 
giving  and  receiving  vocal  ministry,  including  being  open  to 
messages  that  come  from  different  religious  traditions.  Minis- 
try and  Counsel  sponsored  a course  on  Quaker  history,  using 
John  Punshon's  "Portrait  in  Grey"  as  the  study  text,  which  was 
facilitated  by  an  attender  who  had  studied  with  John  Punshon. 

At  Claremont  Meeting  three  members  discussed  their 
work  in  social  service  (services  to  the  elderly,  children,  and 
battered  women)  and  how  being  a Friend  enters  that  work; 
another  shared  about  her  personal  spiritual  journey.  During 
the  summer  they  continued  meeting  in  four  different  groups: 
worship-fellowship,  prayer  and  meditation,  Bible  study,  and  a 
study  group  on  Quaker  history  and  beliefs. 

La  Jolla  Meeting  had  a discussion  on  eastern  mysticism,  as 
well  as  "talking  meetings"  on  attitudes  on  dying. 

Friends  at  Orange  Grove  Meeting  discussed  a wide  array 
of  topics  this  past  year,  including  understanding  anger, 
reflections  on  the  quincentennial,  Yiddish  women  writers,  the 
meaning  of  Passover,  a Bill  Moyers  video  on  hate,  and  spiritual 
aspects  of  animal  rights. 

In  an  effort  to  provide  orientation  for  new  attenders,  San 
Diego  Meeting  purchased  a set  of  suitable  pamphlets  and 
asked  people  to  review  them  to  see  if  Meeting  should  invest  in 
a supply  to  have  available. 

Westwood  Meeting  had  a discussion  of  Buddhism,  as  well 
as  a series  of  three  "preparation  for  worship"  meetings  held 
before  Meeting  for  Worship  on  First  Days.  ■ 
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Memorial  Minutes 


Betty  Bachrach 

Betty  Bachrach  was  bom  in  Portland,  Oregon,  in  1915  and 
died  at  Friends  House  in  Santa  Rosa,  California,  on  January 
26, 1992,  after  a long  illness. 

Betty's  adult  life  was  a checkerboard  of  a variety  of  jobs, 
mostly  in  education,  with  intervals  for  travel.  Twice,  with  her 
young  daughter,  she  spent  time  in  Europe.  Before  coming  to 
Friends  House  in  1984,  she  lived  alone  on  an  island  off  the 
coast  of  British  Columbia. 

Betty  joined  Redwood  Forest  Meeting  and  was  very  active 
until  she  had  health  problems.  She  is  survived  by  her  daugh- 
ter, Dinah,  and  two  sons  who  live  at  a distance.  A memorial 
meeting  was  held  for  her  at  Friends  House  on  February  8, 
1992.  ® 


Bonnie  Bovard 

Bonnie  Bovard  brought  to  Claremont  Meeting  her  warmth 
of  spirit  and  an  enthusiasm  and  love  of  life  that  were  conta- 
gious. These  qualities  made  her  an  ideal  member  of  the 
Visiting  Clerk,  of  which  she  was  co-clerk,  and  a loved  friend 
to  all. 

Bonnie  shared  many  artistic  talents  — her  water  colors, 
her  quilting,  her  tapestry,  and  her  music.  Both  adults  and 
children  in  the  Meeting  took  piano  lessons  from  Bonnie,  and 
she  was  a creative  and  deeply  loved  teacher.  She  loved 
flowers  (arranging  them  beautifully),  and  her  garden  re- 
flected her  own  inner  beauty. 

Bonnie  had  a way  of  taking  on  some  of  the  menial  tasks 
that  no  one  else  wanted  to  do  and  no  one  else  knew  about.  As 
a member  of  the  Library  Committee,  she  would  take  on 
typing,  the  card  file,  and  all  the  small  details,  and  do  them 
conscientiously  and  well. 

Bonnie  was  bom  April 27, 1920,  in  San  Jose,  California,  and 
died  suddenly  November  18, 1991,  at  Pomona  Valley  Hospi- 
tal, as  the  result  of  a cerebral  hemorrhage.  She  was  raised  and 
received  her  education  in  San  Jose  where  she  was  an  active 
aide  in  both  child  care  and  kindergarten,  a leader  of  both  Boy 
and  Girl  Scout  programs,  where  she  served  as  an  accountant. 
She  was  a long  time  member  of  the  Music  Teachers  Associa- 
tion of  California.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband.  Freeman 
Bovard,  two  daughters,  a son,  eight  grandchildren,  three 
great-grandchildren,  a brother,  and  a sister.  A memorial 
service  was  held  at  Claremont  Friends  Meeting  on  December 
8,  1991.  The  attendance  and  the  depth  of  vocal  ministry 
testified  to  the  special  love  in  which  Bonnie  and  Freeman  are 
held  by  the  entire  community.  ■ 


Sang  Dal  Cha 

Sang  Dal  Cha  was  bom  in  Korea  September  20, 1905,  and 
died  in  Redondo  Beach,  California,  February  13,  1992.  He 
attended  schools  in  Seoul,  married  in  1928,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1929.  He  attended  the  University  of  Southern 
California  and  received  a B.S.  degree  in  Business  Administra- 
tion in  1933. 

He  then  returned  to  Korea,  becoming  acquainted  with 
Quakers  there.  His  family  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
1946;  he  rejoined  them  in  1948.  In  1952  he  joined  Los  Angeles 
Friends  Meeting  and  for  some  time  was  its  resident.  In  the 
years  of  the  Korean  war  he  formed  close  ties  with  the  Ameri- 
can Friends  Service  Committee.  After  the  war  he  helped 
South  Korean  refugees  who  came  to  Los  Angeles.  He  then 
lived  some  years  in  Hawaii,  attending  Honolulu  Meeting. 

Back  in  Los  Angeles  after  1973,  he  was  active  in  a campaign 
to  bring  democracy  to  South  Korea,  which  effort  later  become 
the  movement  to  unify  North  and  South  Korea.  Friends 
remember  his  close  ties  with  Ham  Sok  Han  and  Seoul  and  its 
then  close  ties  with  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  One  of  Sang  Dal's 
projects  was  to  supply  its  library  with  the  complete  writings 
of  Gandhi. 

A memorial  meeting  was  held  March  22,  1992,  by  Los 
Angeles  Friends  in  the  meeting  house  whose  purchase  he  had 
negotiated.  He  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  two  sons,  and 
nine  grandchildren,  b 

Beatrice  Shipley  Crouse 

Beatrice  Shipley  Crouse  died  February  28, 1992.  She  did 
more  than  any  other  person  to  develop  unprogrammed 
Friends  Meetings  in  the  Northwest. 

In  1937  she  was  recruited  from  Philadelphia  by  members 
of  Friends  Memorial  Church  who  had  a vision  of  reaching  out 
to  students  at  the  University  of  Washington  with  a Friends 
Center  and  unprogrammed  Meeting  for  Worship.  Working 
on  less  than  minimum  salary,  she  made  contacts  in  the  Seattle 
community  and  arranged  for  speakers,  such  as  Harold  Brinton, 
Douglas  Steere,  and  Rufus  Jones,  on  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington campus. 

On  December  1, 1940,  University  Meeting  moved  from  a 
Preparative  Meeting  of  Friends  Memorial  Church  to  a full 
Monthly  Meeting,  and  from  that  beginning  many  other  Meet- 
ings have  developed  in  the  Northwest.  Beatrice  had  much  to 
do  with  the  establishment  of  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  out  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  and  with  Seattle  being 
chosen  for  a branch  office  of  the  AFSC.  We  owe  her  a debt  of 
gratitude. 

Although  for  a number  of  years  Beatrice  has  not  been  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  she  has  continued  in 
fellowship  with  Friends  and  faithful  to  Quaker  principles,  b 
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Announcements 


THE  SCHOOL  MINUTE 

Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting  greets  with  joy  the  open- 
ing of  Albuquerque  Friends  School  on  T uesday,  September  8, 
1992.  We  recognize  with  warm  appreciation  the  hard  work, 
loving  care,  and  deep  commitment  of  those  of  us  who  have 
brought  the  school  into  being.  We  hold  in  the  light  teachers, 
students,  parents,  board  members,  and  supporters  as  they  go 
forward  with  hope  into  the  year  ahead. 

Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
Newsletter,  Ninth  Month  1992,  p.  5. 

JANET  GASTIL  FOR  CONGRESS 

Janet  Gastil,  a founding  member  of  San  Diego  Friends 
Meeting  (PYM),  is  the  Democratic  nominee  in  California's 
52nd  Congressional  District.  A farmer,  musician,  teacher, 
small  business  owner,  grandmother,  and  three-term  member 
of  the  La  Mesa-Spring  Valley  Board  of  Education,  she  faces 
incumbent  Duncan  Hunter  in  her  bid  for  Congress.  Janet 
considers  the  end  of  the  arms  race  an  opportunity  to  re-direct 
our  national  priorities  to  universal  health  care,  improved 
education,  and  greater  research  and  innovation  in  the  non- 
military marketplace. 

If  Friends  are  interested  in  helping  with  this  campaign 
they  could  phone  (619)  697-1992. 

BRINTON  VISITOR 

Joan  Johnson,  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  has  been  selected  as 
this  year's  Brinton  Visitor. 

THE  FRIENDLY  WOMAN 

A coalition  of  Quaker  women  in  Colorado  has  been  se- 
lected to  publish  TheFriendly  Woman,  a quarterly  magazine  by 
and  for  women  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  The  first 
issue  to  be  published  in  Colorado  will  come  out  in  the  spring 
of  1993.  The  magazine  is  presently  being  edited  and  produced 
by  the  women  of  Eugene  Monthly  Meeting  in  Oregon. 

GUATEMALA  FRIENDS 
SCHOLARSHIP  LOAN  PROGRAM 

In  1992  the  program  assisted  126  students  with  full  or 
nearly  full  support.  It  has  helped  22  students  in  the  much 
needed  rural  health  technician  program. 

The  eighth  annual  conference  of  former  students  was  held 
in  Quezaltenango  with  the  theme,  "The  Next  500  Years." 
Three  prominent  Indian  leaders  spoke. 

To  contribute  to  this  program  for  Guatemalan  Indians  (for 
tax  credit),  write  Treasurer,  Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meet- 
ing, Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404;  designate  Guatemala.  Or 
send  checks  directly  to  and  in  the  name  of  Helen  Perkins,  887 
Sonoma  Ave,  # 10,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404. 

For  further  information,  write  to  Tom  and  Trudie  Hunt, 
Apartado  postal  118,  Puerta  Parada,  01073  Guatemala,  Cen- 
tral America. 


INCEST  SURVIVORS  RESOURCE 
NETWORK  INTERNATIONAL 

Incest  Survivors  Resource  Network  International  was 
founded  and  is  operated  as  a religious  peace  witness  by  incest 
survivors  concerned  with  the  relationship  of  unresolved 
traumatic  stress  to  strife  and  violence  in  the  world.  Although 
a non-profit  organization  that  accepts  no  outside  funding, 
ISRNI  provides  its  resources  to  the  public  by  being  an  adjunct 
of  both  the  Task  Group  on  Family  Trauma,  New  York  Yearly 
Meeting,  and  the  Las  Cruces  Monthly  Meeting.  For  informa- 
tion: P.O.  Box  7375,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88006-7375,  (505)  521- 
4260. 

OVERGROUND  RAILROAD 

The  Overground  Railroad  began  in  1989  at  Friends  Gen- 
eral Conference  when  several  members  met  to  discuss  help- 
ing women  get  medically  safe  and  legal  abortions.  Future 
Court  decisions  could  permit  states  to  erode  the  choices 
available  to  women.  A network  is  in  place  to  assist  women  in 
need  of  an  abortion  to  get  transportation,  housing,  and  com- 
fort. For  information,  (800)  726-1468. 


QUAKER  CENTER 

"The  Word  Among  Us,  A Workshop  on  Quaker  Minis- 
try," with  Max  Hansen,  October  30  - November  1, 1992. 

"Earth  & Spirit,  Getting  in  Touch,"  with  Paul  Burks  and 
Jean  Barker,  November  20-22, 1992. 

Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005.  (408)  336-8333. 

WINTER  MGOF 

Winter  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends  will  be  held  from 
Friday,  February  28,  through  Sunday,  March  1,  at  Boulder 
Hot  Springs,  Montana. 

"I  LIKE  TO  SING." 

Alice  and  Bernard  Chalip,  Berkeley  Meeting,  have  put 
together  a musical  program  called  "Show  Tunes  to  Opera," 
which  they  do,  gratis,  for  hospitals,  retirement  homes,  and 
senior  centers. 

They  would  like  to  begin  their  program  with  a song  called, 
"I  Like  to  Sing,"  which  was  composed  by  Fran  Thomas,  once 
of  Berkeley  Meeting.  Alice  and  Bernard  would  like  a copy  of 
this  song  and  Fran  Thomas'  permission  to  use  it.  Do  any 
Friends  know  where  they  might  find  either  the  music  or  Fran 
Thomas? 

If  Friends  have  the  above  information  or  would  enjoy  such 
music  for  such  a reasonable  "non-fee,"  they  should  contact 
the  Chalips  at  636  Tarryton  Isle,  Alameda,  CA  94501.  Phone 
(510)  522-4187. 
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Book  Review 

Discovering  or  Rediscovering  the  Psalms 
by  Leonard  S.  Kenworthy1 
The  Psalms  Speak  by  George  T.  Peck2 
Reviews  by  Lidie  Miller,  Billings 

Here  are  two  introductions  to  the  Psalms  from  two  differ- 
ing approaches,  which  complement  each  other. 

Kenworthy  explains  the  Psalms'  meaning  and  use:  their 
style,  based  on  rhythm;  brief,  simple  wording  that  has 
profound  content,  dealing  with  universal  themes  sincerely, 
intensely,  worshipfully,  and  imaginatively.  His  purpose  is  to 
encourage  reading  and  enjoyment  for  spiritual  sustenance. 
Yet,  he  acknowledges  the  Psalms'  negative  aspects  of  petti- 
ness, parochialism,  and  portrayal  of  God  as  an  avenging  God. 
He  attributes  these  failings  to  the  fact  that  the  authors  of  2500 
years  ago  in  a place  unknown  to  most  of  us  belonged  to  an 
oppressed  minority. 

Kenworthy  lists  some  inspirational  themes  in  the  Psalms, 
such  as  God's  goodness,  greatness,  and  grandeur;  praise  and 
thanksgiving;  Creation's  beauty,  human  greatness;  prayers 
and  social  justice. 

For  Peck,  the  Psalms  "sing  of  the  wisdom  of  lived  experi- 
ence. In  these  songs,  the  soul  knows  and  is  known  by  God, 
surviving  the  pain  of  suffering  and  the  gloom  of  grief,  risking 
honest  hate  and  anger  and  making  penance,  seeking  refuge 
from  fears,  learning  to  befriend  the  creation  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  and  finally  coming  to  rest  in  the  love  of  God,  singing 
praises." 

Peck  discusses  the  psalmists'  intimacy  with  God,  por- 
trayal of  suffering,  grief,  and  refuge,  God's  befriending  cre- 
ation, and  finally,  praise. 

Kenworthy  lists  favorite  Psalms  of  Mary  Ellen  Chase  and 
Edgar  }.  Goodspeed,  suggests  ways  to  study  them  and  rea- 
sons for  Quakers  to  read  them.  He  cites  from  many  individual 
Psalms. 

Peck,  on  the  other  hand,  discusses  fewer  Psalms  in  greater 
depth.  There  is  not  much  overlap  in  the  Psalms  discussed, 
although  both  authors  cite  Psalms  23, 104,  and  139. 

Since  Kenworthy  uses  a more  modem  version  of  the  Bible 
than  Peck,  Kenworthy  is  easier  to  understand  on  the  first 
reading. 

Bibliographies  are  included  with  both  pamphlets. 

These  individual  views  enrich  our  understanding  of  the 
Bible.  Do  read  both,  a 


* Quaker  Publications,  Box  726,  Kennett  Square,  PA  19348. 

2 Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  298,  Pendle  Hill  Publications, 
Wallingford,  PA  19086. 


Letters 

Dear  Friends, 

John  Tallmadge's  Therefore  Choose  Life  deserves  another 
review  in  addition  to  Robert  Murphy's.  Tallmadge's  theme  is 
one  Friends  should  welcome:  the  best  way  to  meet  the  life  and 
death  nuclear  challenge  posed  by  Jonathan  Schell's  Fate  of  the 
Earth  is  by  "lives  of  quiet  affirmation"  (p.  21);  "a  rededicating 
ourselves  to  healthy  personal  relationships  not  only  with  each 
other  but  also  with  God"  (p.  26);  "the  fate  of  the  earth  depends 
on  the  state  of  our  souls"  (p.  27). 

Nowhere  does  John  Tallmadge  speak  of  non-violence,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  inappropriateness  of  a response  of  rage  and 
terror;  such  responses  reinforce  themselves.  They  don't  come 
to  grips  with  the  challenge  with  which  we  are  confronted. 

My  strongest  objection  to  Robert  Murphy's  review  is  his 
calling  the  pronoun  we  anemic  and  abstract.  We  is  the 
pronoun  of  community.  If  we  seems  anemic  and  abstract,  our 
understanding  and  experience  of  community  is  abstract. 

My  Meeting  is  used  to  hearing  me  say,  "Community  is  not 
potlucks,"  although,  of  course,  potlucks  may  express  or  en- 
courage our  feeling  that  we  are  a community. 

One  of  my  happinesses  in  having  my  membership  in  the 
Society  of  Friends  held  by  three  Monthly  Meetings  is  that  I 
think  of  each  of  them  in  terms  of  the  first  person  plural. 

Madge  Seaver,  Palo  Alto 

Dear  Friends, 

Recently  I returned  from  a long  and  arduous  journey 
through  the  Middle  East  with  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  and  I saw  how  each  side  could  not  acknowledge 
the  suffering  of  the  other  side,  nor  the  harm  each  had  done  to 
the  other.  I wonder  if  the  time  has  come  for  a new  American 
peace  initiative. 

I have  long  recognized  that  we  Americans  are  in  denial 
about  the  terrible  suffering  we  have  inflicted  through  our 
wars,  our  invasions,  our  massacres,  and  our  efforts  to  control 
other  people.  It  occurs  to  me  that  an  act  for  helping  heal 
ourselves  and  enabling  some  Americans  to  come  out  of  denial 
might  be  to  initiate  a new  kind  of  pilgrimage.  To  do  this  I 
suggest  we  follow  the  lead  of  the  Vietnam  Vets  Restoration 
Project.  They  returned  to  Vietnam  to  acknowledge  the  suffer- 
ing they  had  caused,  made  their  amends  by  rebuilding  a clinic 
they  had  destroyed,  and  asked  for  forgiveness  from  the 
Vietnamese. 

Is  it  time  some  of  us  began  such  pilgrimages?  We  could  go 
in  any  size  group — from  two  or  three  to  one  hundred  or  more 
— to  every  area  where  we  have  fought  a war.  We  could 
acknowledge  the  harm  we  have  done,  be  prepared  to  make 
amends  suitable  to  the  area,  and  ask  for  forgiveness. 

If  we  are  faithful  to  our  charge  and  blame  no  one,  judge  no 
one,  this  tiny  trickle  of  people  might  grow  — just  as  the 
Vietnam  Vets  project  is  growing.  Peacemaking  now  seems  to 
me  to  be  a healing  as  well  as  a political  process.  Perhaps  our 
efforts  may  be  more  fruitful  if  we  add  this  dimension  to  them. 

Gene  Knudsen  Hoffman,  Santa  Barbara 


Photo  by  Anne  Friend. 
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Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with 
the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40 
per  word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00.  Add 
10%  if  boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST  BE  PRE- 
PAID, payment  accompanying  copy.  Send 
for  information  sheet  with  prices  for  display 
ads  and  mechanical  requirements.  Copy 
deadline:  45  days  prior  to  publication.  Pub- 
lishing of  advertisements  does  not  imply 
endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 


JOHN  WOOLMAN  SCHOOL  — 

Only  West  Coast  Friends  Secondary 
School!  Simple  rural  living,  small 
classes,  work  program,  loving 
community. 

12585  Jones  Bar  Rd,  Nevada  City,  CA 
95959.  (916)273-3183. 


TOUR  OF  HOLY  LAND,  organized 
through  Educational  Opportunities,  will  be 
led  by  Anthony  Manousos  (Claremont 
Meeting).  Focus  will  be  on  Biblical  history 
and  on  meeting  people  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  current  scene  in  Israel.  Cost: 
$1648,  including  transportation  from  Los 
Angeles,  January  11-20,  1993.  Deadline: 
November  1 1, 1993.  Call:  (714)  883-1310. 


Balancing  act. 

Joe  Snyder  (NPYM)  and  friends. 


Faith  and  Practice  (PYM) 
Revision  Committee 
Jean  Walton,  Clerk 

The  F & P Revision  Committee  has 
completed  its  first  year  of  work.  During 
the  PYM  session  in  August,  the  clerk  re- 
ported that  our  work  during  this  year  had 
been  focused  on  very  basic  issues  which 
will  to  a large  extent  shape  our  future 
work. 

As  we  shared  our  individual  beliefs 
and  considered  the  many  statements  of 
faith  sent  to  the  Discipline  Committee  in 
recent  years,  we  saw  clearly  that  under- 
neath the  differences  we  find  among  us 
there  exists  a central  common  core  to  our 
faith.  We  are  making  an  effort  now  to 
articulate  that  common  core.  We  are  ask- 
ing ourselves  and  other  interested  Friends 
two  questions:  What  is  the  central  core  of 
our  beliefs?  What  binds  us  together  as  a 
religious  community?  Our  next  step  will 
be  to  solidify  what  we  have  heard  and 
learned  and  prepare  a draft  statement  of 
our  core  beliefs. 

We  have  begun  to  explore  questions 
about  meaning  of  membership.  Our  work 
on  the  core  of  our  faith  will  help  define  the 
community  a new  member  will  join,  but 
we  must  be  clear  what  membership  in  that 
community  means.  We  want  to  be  open  to 
those  seekers  who  wish  to  join  us,  but  we 
do  not  want  to  be  so  open  to  all  seekers  as 
to  deny  any  substance  to  our  Quaker  Faith. 

We  have  also  given  new  thought  to 
questions  about  children  and  our  meet- 
ings and  know  that  we  will  not  use  the 
draft  statement  circulated  last  year.  We 
are  considering  again  the  issue  of  junior 
membership  and  will  welcome  any  com- 
ments from  individuals  or  meetings  on 
this  or  related  topics. 

It  is  important  to  us  to  stay  in  touch 
with  meetings  and  interested  individuals, 
and  we  will  continue  to  have  a member  of 
the  committee  serving  as  a liaison  with 
each  meeting.  We  need  to  hear  from  you  if 
our  final  statement  is  to  reflect  tfie  depth 
and  diversity  in  our  yearly  meetings. 

There  will  be  some  changes  in  the  com- 
mittee membership.  Ellie  Foster  serves  as 
Clerk.  Her  address  is  118  Miles  Street, 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060.  ■ 


Vital  Statistics 

Marriages 

• Dennis  Layton  and  Joshua  Rodin, 
July  11, 1992,  under  the  care  of  La 
Jolla  Meeting. 

• Kristi  Barnes  and  John  Rozdilsky, 
July  18, 1992,  under  the  care  of 
Salmon  Bay  Meeting. 

• Deborah  Gottlieb  and  Steven 
Lewis,  August  1, 1992,  University 
Meeting. 

• Andy  Cross  and  Barbara  Frank, 
August  8, 1992,  under  the  care  of 
Multnomah  Meeting. 

• Trudy  Storm  and  Chuck  Friedel, 
August  23, 1992,  Inland  Valley 
Meeting. 

• Keith  Bridges  and  Colleen 
Edwards,  August  29, 1992,  under 
the  care  of  Santa  Monica  Meeting. 

• Aimee  Conner  and  Peter  Ford, 
August  29, 1992,  Multnomah 
Meeting. 

• Jeanne  Bourget  and  Eric  Tabb, 
August  29, 1992,  Ceremony  of 
Commitment  in  the  manner  of 
Friends,  University  Meeting. 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting 
subscriptions  (list  meeting),  and  $14  for 
low  income/student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR  97330. 


Drawing  by  Rick  Danielson. 


PAGE  32  — OCTOBER  1992 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Orthodoxy 

by  Marge  Abbott,  Multnomah 

Liberal,  what  is  your  orthodoxy? 

What  are  the  rules 
so  oft  unspoken, 
masked  as  freedom? 

Is  your  form  of  worship  the  one 
that  is  fixed, 
programmed, 
inflexible? 

Is  it  mandatory  that  if  two  views  oppose 
there  is  a third 
that  reconciles? 

What  of  Truth? 

The  Inner  Light.  That  of  God  in  every  person. 
Can  there  be  no  name 
in  what  you  worship? 

Where  is  Christ? 

Is  diversity  the  highest  purpose, 
escape  from  church, 
freedom  from  demand, 
from  orthodoxy? 

Evangelical,  you  have  yours,  too. 

Clearer.  Sometimes 
hiding  what 
is  Quaker. 

Will  you  prepare  the  kingdom 
for  the  coming, 
or  only  proclaim 
that  it  is? 

Is  bringing  in  every  soul  enough? 

Can  you  teach 
seeking  Truth, 
ways  of  business? 

Must  every  statement  quote  the  Bible? 

What  of  context, 

reading 

in  the  Spirit? 

What  provides  the  foundation 
for  both? 

Both  divergent 
from  Fox  and  Fell. 

How  can  we  get  along  with  the  people 
we  are,  rather 
than  the  people 
we  might  be? 


Renewing  the  convenant  we  are  challenged 
to  redefine  the  basis, 
to  confront  and  abide 
with  our  differences. 

Living  paradoxes,  is  this  what  we  are 
called  to  be? 

Christian  understanding, 
Universalist  implications. 

Holy  obedience,  another  answer  of  what 
is  at  the  core, 
what  unifies 
us  at  the  core. 

Covenant  is  freedom  to. 

To  bind  ourselves 
in  the  presence 
of  higher  power. 

Constructive  challenges  to  act  in  good  faith. 
Recognize,  honor  the  sense 
of  the  sacred 
wherever  it  is  found. 

There  is  danger  in  knowing  one  another. 

If  it  is  true, 

knowledge  must  confront  us 
and  transform  us.  ■ 
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